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NOTES 
 
The gospel is the story of how God has worked from the beginning of time to rescue us. This Sacred 
Story begins with the creation of the world and goes through the resurrection of Christ.  
 
This study consists of 4 lessons designed for individuals or small groups. The lesson outline is simple 
and consistent: 
 

• Prayer 
• Review 
• Story 
• Questions 
• Principles 
• Prayer  

 
The review, story, questions, and principles are included in the lesson outlines. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
OUTLINE 
 

• Creation: There is a Creator, the Most High God. God created people to have a relationship 
with him, to love him, to obey him. 

• Separation: People broke that relationship by rebelling against God and were separated from 
God. 

• Preparation: God prepared a people to receive the Liberator and proclaim the Good News of 
his coming to all the world. 

• Reconciliation: God made a way for people to be reconciled with him through the 
substitutional sacrifice of Jesus Christ. A person can be reconciled to God by repenting of 
their sins, placing their faith completely in Jesus Christ, and receiving the gift of forgiveness 
and eternal life through Jesus' sacrifice.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
I want to tell you a Sacred Story. This Sacred Story is written in a book called the Bible. Men did not 
make up the Bible. They were “moved by the Holy Spirit and spoke from God.” [2 Peter 1:21]  The 
Bible contains the words of the One True God. God has given us His words so “that we may know 
the truth and be set free.” [John 8:32]  His words are “a lamp to our feet and a light for our paths.” 
[Psalm 119:105] These stories are true and reliable because they are the words of the One True 
God. This book is the only book in the whole world whose author is God himself. 
 
There is only one God. He has no beginning and no end. He is good. “God is light and there is no 
darkness in Him at all.” [1 John 1:5] He is holy and perfect. The One True God is more powerful than 
men, kingdoms, idols, or spirits. He is the most powerful. 
 
 
PART 1: CREATION 
 
“In the beginning the One True God created the heavens and the earth.” [Genesis 1:1]  He is the 
Creator of all things and has authority over everything. When God began to create things, He just 
used his words. He spoke and everything came to being.   
 
He created angels to worship and serve Him. They were very beautiful and good. And they shouted 
for joy when God brought the world into being [Job 38:7].  
  
God created everything in 6 days.  He created the sky, land, water, mountains, oceans, sun, moon, 
stars, all plants and animals. Finally, He created man, Adam, and woman, Eve. The Bible says “God 
created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.” [Genesis 1:27]  This means that Adam and Eve were able to know God, to have a 
personal relationship with God. God looked at everything he had created and saw that it was very 
good! [Genesis 1:31] 
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Memory Verse:  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1) 
 
Important Truths: 

• God is the one true God.    
• God is eternal. He has no beginning and no end.  
• God is completely independent. He doesn't need anything or anyone. 
• God is all-powerful. He can do whatever he wants. 
• God is good and holy. There is nothing bad in him. 
• People have the ability to know God. 

 
Discussion Questions:  

1. Where is the Sacred Story written? 
2. Who wrote the Sacred Story? 
3. In the beginning, who created the heavens and the earth? 
4. How many gods are there?  
5. Does God have a beginning? Does God have an end?  
6. What does God need? Who does God depend on?  
7. What does it mean that God is all-powerful?  
8. Is there anything bad in God? Does God ever sin? 
9. What does it mean that people are created in the image of God? 
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PART 2: SEPARATION 
 
God placed Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden to live. They had a very good relationship with each 
other and with God.  He told Adam and Eve to take care of the garden and be fruitful. He gave them 
a special command:  “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—except the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.” [Genesis 2:16] Adam and Eve 
listened and obeyed God and had a perfect relationship with him. 
 
Do you remember the angels God created? One of the angels was very smart and beautiful. This 
angel was filled with pride. He wanted to be like God. He wanted the angels to worship him instead 
of God. Only God deserves worship. So, God cast the rebel angel, Satan, and the other angels who 
worshiped him away from God's presence. These evil angels are known as demons [Isaiah 14:12-
17; Ezekiel 28]. 
 
One day in the garden Satan came to Adam and Eve in the form of a snake. He tempted Eve to eat 
the fruit from the tree that was forbidden. Satan lied to her. He told her that if she ate of the tree, she 
would be just like the Most High God. He told her she wouldn't die if she ate it. [Genesis 3:4]  Eve 
listened to and believed Satan. She ate the fruit. She gave it to her husband, Adam, to eat. They 
disobeyed God’s command. Disobeying God’s command is sin. God is righteous and holy. He must 
punish sin. God cast Adam and Eve out of the garden. Their relationship with God was broken. 
People and God were now separated because of sin. The Bible says “Your sins have separated you 
from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.” [Isaiah 59:2] 
 
Before God cast them out of the garden He promised that He would send a Liberator to set them 
free from their sin and make a way for people to know God again. God said A Rescuer will come and 
crush Satan’s head, but Satan will strike the Rescuer’s heel. [Genesis 3:15] 
 
Like Adam and Eve, all people “have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.” [Romans 3:23] Every 
person in the world has broken God’s commands. Everyone is separated from God because of their 
sin. The Bible says “the payment for sin is death.” [Romans 6:23]  Because of sin, no one can live 
with God forever. 
 
Before they left the garden, God killed an animal to make clothing for Adam and Eve to cover their 
shame.  This taught them that their shame can only be covered by the shedding of blood. The Bible 
says, “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for sin.” [Hebrews 9:22] 
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Memory Verses:  
The wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) 
Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin. (Hebrews 9:22) 
 
Important Truths:  

• Disobedience to God is called sin. 
• God is holy. There is no sin in him whatsoever.  
• God hates sin. 
• Sin separates man from God. 
• The payment for sin is death. 
• Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for sin. 
• All have sinned and fall short of God's standard. 
• God promised to send someone to rescue people from their sins. 

 
Discussion Questions:  

1. Did Adam and Eve disobey God?  
2. What is disobedience to God called? 
3. Is there any sin in God? Can God tolerate sin? 
4. What happens when people disobey God?  
5. Why does sin separate people from God?  
6. What is the only way to be forgiven for sins?  
7. What is the payment for sin?  
8. Who has sinned?  
9. What promise did God make to Adam and Eve?  
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PART 3: PREPARATION 
 
As time passed the descendants of Adam and Eve multiplied. They waited expectantly for the 
Rescuer that was to come to crush Satan’s head and free them from their sin. God told them that he 
would raise up a Prophet and put words in his mouth. [Deuteronomy 18:18] God prepared a people 
to understand, receive, and announce the coming of Rescuer. This group of people was called 
Israel. 
 
God told Israel to build a special building called a tabernacle and place it in the center of his people’s 
dwellings. He loved Israel and wanted to dwell with them. But, to live in God’s presence they had to 
be holy like God was holy. “God is light and there is not darkness in him at all.” [1 John 1:5]  
 
So, He gave them 10 commandments to show them how to live holy lives. Some of the commands 
were: do not worship other gods or make idols; honor your parents; do not lie, steal, murder or 
commit adultery. [Exodus 20:1-17]  God’s law was like a mirror. It showed the people their hearts 
were dirty from sin.  But, the law was unable to cleanse them of their sin. No one was able to obey all 
of these commands. Just like Adam and Eve, the people of Israel “sinned and fell short of God’s 
glory.” [Romans 3:23]  
 
God provided a way for people to be cleansed of sin. God told people to repent of their sin and offer 
a blood sacrifice by faith to pay the price for their sin. “The payment for sin is death.” [Romans 6:23] 
When a person sacrificed an animal, he shed the blood of an innocent animal. God said “I have given 
you the blood on the altar to purify you, making you right with the Lord. It is the blood, given in 
exchange for a life, that makes purification possible.” [Leviticus 17:11] Don’t forget that “Without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for sin.” [Hebrews 9:22] The innocent animal died in place 
of the guilty person. God was preparing his people for the coming of the Rescuer.  
  
 
God also sent prophets to prepare His people for the coming Rescuer. They said “The Rescuer will 
be pierced for our rebellion. He will be crushed for our sin.” [Isaiah 53:5] Another prophet said, “After 
me comes One more powerful than I. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the straps of His 
sandals.” [Mark 1:7] But who was this Rescuer? And when would he come? 
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Memory Verse:  
I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart 
and give you a tender, responsive heart. (Ezekiel 36:26) 
 
Important Truths:  

• God wants to have a relationship with people. 
• God has made his standard clear through his laws. 
• God is holy and people must live up to God's standard to have a relationship with Him.  
• People can be forgiven of their sin through the shedding of blood. 
• God will send a rescuer to take away the sin of his people. 

 
Discussion Questions:  

1. Why did God want to live near his people? 
2. What did God give to people to show them their sin? 
3. Can the law cleanse people of sin?  
4. What did God tell his people to do to be cleansed of sin?  
5. What must be shed for the forgiveness of sin?  
6. What is the punishment for sin?  
7. Who has sinned? 
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PART 4: RECONCILIATION 
 
At just the right the time God sent the Rescuer! He was born of a woman. God sent Him to purchase 
freedom for us, so that He could adopt us as His very own children! [Galatians 4:4] His name was 
Jesus. Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Rescuer that was foretold: The Rescuer crush Satan’s head, but 
Satan will strike the Rescuer’s heel. [Genesis 3:15] Jesus came to set people free from their sin.  
 
God’s Holy Spirit came upon a virgin named Mary and she gave birth to God’s son. Jesus is God’s 
son, His one and only son. After Jesus grew up, John the Baptist saw him and said, “Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” [John 1:29] 
 
Jesus was a wise teacher. Many people would come to hear Him teach about how they could return 
to God. [Matthew 5-7] 
 
Jesus was a powerful miracle worker. On one occasion He was with His followers crossing a large 
lake on a boat. It was late at night. While Jesus was sleeping, a powerful storm arose on the lake. 
Jesus’ followers were very afraid. They awakened Jesus and said, “We are about to die!” Jesus 
rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Immediately the wind and rained stopped. 
Jesus’ power is greater than natural powers. [Mark 4:35-41] 
 
On another occasion over 5,000 people came to listen to Jesus teach about God. When evening 
came they had not eaten and were hungry. Altogether they only had five loaves of bread and two 
fish. Jesus used the five loaves of bread and two fish to feed over 5,000 people. Jesus’ power is 
able to satisfy man’s needs. [Mark 14:13-21] 
 
Jesus cured demon-possessed people. One time, Jesus saw a man with many demons inside him. 
The man was very powerful and dangerous. Jesus loved the man and cast the demons out of him. 
Jesus is more powerful than demons. [Mark 5:1-20] 
 
Jesus had the power to raise the dead. Lazarus, Jesus’, good friend became sick and died. Jesus 
was not with him. Four days later Jesus arrived at His friend’s house. Jesus felt very sad. His friend 
was already in the tomb. Jesus went to the front of the tomb and said, “Friend, come out.” His friend 
was resurrected. He walked out of the tomb alive! Jesus’ power is greater than death. [John 11] 
 
Jesus was the good shepherd.  He loves and cares for people. Jesus was perfect. He never sinned. 
Jesus was the Lamb of God who came to pay the price for the sins of the world. [John 1:29] 
 
Many people loved and followed Jesus.  Many people hated and rejected Jesus. Some of these 
men grabbed Jesus and decided to kill Him. They placed Jesus on a cross. They took His hands 
and His feet and nailed them to the cross. His precious blood flowed from His hands, feet and body. 
Jesus suffered much pain on the cross. 
 
Jesus was the perfect sacrifice. Jesus was perfect and did not deserve to die. Jesus did not die for 
His own sins. He gave his life voluntarily for the sins of the world. He was innocent, and died in place 
of the guilty. “Jesus was the sacrifice for the sins of the world.” [1 John 2:2] 
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Just as God allowed people to repent of their sins and offer a blood sacrifice by faith to be forgiven, 
Jesus offered himself as a blood sacrifice once for all. He is the substitutional sacrifice. He is the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world! [John 1:29] 
 
God loves the world and allowed Jesus to die on the cross in our place. Only through the shedding 
of Jesus’ precious blood is God able to forgive our sin. Because “The payment for sin is death.” 
[Romans 6:23] and “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for sin.” [Hebrews 9:22]  
 
Jesus' death demonstrates God’s love toward us. “God showed his great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” [Romans 5:8] 
 
The story, however, doesn’t end here. On the third day Jesus rose from the dead! This proved that 
he truly was the Son of God and that His sacrifice was acceptable to the Most High God.  
 
The Bible says that Jesus is preparing a place for us in heaven (John 14:2) and interceding for us to 
God the Father (Hebrews 7:25).  
 
 
 
Memory Verse:  
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. (Romans 
5:8) 
 
Important Truths:  

• Jesus is the Rescuer! 
• Jesus is the son of God. 
• Jesus is God. 
• Jesus showed his power and his character by doing many miracles.  
• Jesus never sinned.  
• Jesus' purpose was to die on the cross for the sins of the world.  
• God accepted Jesus' offering as payment for the sin of the world.  

 
Discussion Questions:  

1. Who is the Rescuer?  
2. How did Jesus show the he is God’s son?  
3. Tell me about a miracle that Jesus did.  
4. Who has sinned? 
5. Did Jesus ever sin?  
6. Why did Jesus die on the cross? (Because the wags of sin is death OR Because without the 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for sin).  
7. Did Jesus die for his own sins? 
8. Did Jesus stay dead? 
9. Where is Jesus now?  
10. What is he doing? 

 
 



Creation to Christ 

Prepared by Ryan Bush / gospelincontext@gmail.com 

CONCLUSION 
 
Before His crucifixion, Jesus told a story to his followers about a father and his sons. [Luke 15:11-31] 
 
The father had two sons. The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the 
inheritance.” So he divided his property between them. The younger son got together all he had, set 
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
 
After he had spent everything, he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen 
of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the scraps 
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
 
When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 
one of your hired men.'” 
 
So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him.  He ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The 
son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.” 
 
But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.  For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate. 
 
We are all like the younger son. We all have left God and are forever separated from Him.  We all 
must repent and return to God.  Jesus can lead us back to God’s side.  Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
We must go through Jesus to return to God.  How can we go through Jesus? You must believe in 
your heart and with your mouth confess that Jesus is Lord. Do you want to go through Jesus and 
return to God’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Creation to Christ 

Prepared by Ryan Bush / gospelincontext@gmail.com 

 
BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS LEADING TO SALVATION 
 

• God is one God, Sovereign, Creating, Present and Acting in history. 
 
• God is all powerful, all knowing, the source of all grace and provision for all a person's needs. 

 
• God communicates with people by His Word. He is faithful to his Word. 

 
• God loves all people and wants fellowship with them. 

 
• God is holy (separate from His creation), righteous in all He says and does, hating sin. 

 
• God's righteous nature demands that all sin be punished by death that is eternal punishment 

(separation from God). 
 

• People are accountable to God for all they say and do, and are held accountable for obeying 
all that God asks people to do or not do. 

 
• All people are sinners by inherited nature (birth) and by freewill choice, and are separated from 

God by their sin. 
 

• People can do nothing to save themselves from God's judgment and ultimate punishment for 
sin. 

 
• One can approach (have fellowship with) God only through the means God has provided 

through a perfect (sinless and acceptable) substitute sacrifice (Promised Anointed One who 
suffered and died in our place). 

 
• Jesus the Son of God (the Promised Anointed One come from God) is the only perfect 

sacrifice for sin offered once and for all people for all time.  
 

• Salvation for all people involves turning (repenting) from one's sin, seeking God's mercy in 
forgiveness of sin and trusting through faith God's provision for salvation by believing on Jesus 
as the only Savior from eternal punishment for sin. 

 


